
Before the Board of  Zoning Adjustment ,  D.  C .  

Appl ica . t ion N o .  11963 of  the  George Washington U n i v e r s i t y ,  
p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  8207.2 of  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  
a s p e c i a l  excep t ion  a s  provided by S e c t i o n  3101.46 of  
t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  pe rmi t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s '  lounge 
and meet ing r o o m s  and U n i v e r s i t y  o f f i c e s  a s  pa r t  of  t h e  
Ca.mpus P lan ,  i n  t h e  R-5-C Zone, a t  t h e  premises 2129 G Street ,  
N .  W . ,  known a.s L o t  857, Square 79. 

HEARING DATE: August 20, 1975 
DECISION DATE: September 5 ,  1975 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Applica.nt  p roposes  t o  u s e  t h e  f o u r  (4)  f l o o r s  
a.nd basement of  t h e  br ick b u i l d i n g  t o  p rov ide  u n i v e r s i t y  
o f f i c e s  and i n t e r n a t i o n a . 1  s t u d e n t s  ' lounge and meet ing 
rooms. T h e  a .ppl ica . t ion wa,s a.mended a . t  t h e  P u b l i c  Hea.ring 
w i t h  lea .ve o f  t h e  Boa.rd, t o  i n c l u d e  the u s e  f o r  i n t e rna t iona .1  
s t u d e n t s .  

2 .  The C e r t i f i c a . t e  o f  0ccupa.ncy f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  
premises i s s u e d  J u l y  11, 1957 p e r m i t t e d  use  of a.11 t h e  f l o o r s  
f o r  s o r o r i t y  c l u b  a.pa.rtments. 

3.  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  no longer  h a s  s o r o r i t i e s  on 
ca.mpus and i s  c u r r e n t l y  u s i n g  t h e  basement and f i r s t  (1st) 
f l o o r  of  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  t h e  in te rna . t iona .1  s t u d e n t s  ' 
lounge and meet ing rooms, a u s e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
c u r r e n t  C e r t i f i c a t e  of  Occupancy. 

4. The premises  a . re  completely surrounded by 
U n i v e r s i t y  p r o p e r t y  a.nd pursua.nt  t o  the Ca.mpus P lan  t h e  
proposed u s e  i s  an i n t e r i m  use.  A t  s o m e  f u t u r e  da. te  an 
undesigna.ted a.ca.demic b u i l d i n g  w i l l  occupy t h e  s i te .  

5.  The w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o f  the  Department of  Highways 
a.nd T r a . f f i c  da t ed  Ma.y 14, 1975 o f f e r e d  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  

6. T h e  Na.tiona.1 Capi ta .1  Planning Commission i n  a. 
l e t t e r  da. te  June  13,  1975 r e p o r t e d  t h e  Commission's 
recommendation of  the  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  the fo l lowing  basis ;  
a,) the  u s e  is  n o t  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  beca.use of noise ,  t r a . f f i c ,  
number of s t u d e n t s  or  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  
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b) such  u s e  conforms t o  t h e  Comprehensive P l a n  f o r  t h e  
Na.tiona 1 Ca.pita. 1. 

7 .  The w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Munic ipa l  P l ann ing  
O f f i c e  d a t e d  August 15 ,  1975 and subsequent  t e s t i m o n y  a t  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  recommended a p p r o v a l  o f  the  a p p l i c a t i o n  on 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b a s i s :  a )  t h e  proposed u s e  is  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  
t h e  Campus P l a n  b o u n d a r i e s  a s  p r e v i o u s l y  approved by t h e  
Board and is n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  s a i d  P lan .  b) t h e  
b u i l d i n g  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of o t h e r  o f f i c e  u s e s  
so t h e r e  w i l l  be no a d v e r s e  a f f e c t  on t h e  neighborhood 
from n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  or o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  
P u r s u a n t  t o  the Campus P l a n  the a r e a  of t h e  proposed u s e  
i s  schedu led  f o r  m o r e  s u b s t a n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  i n  f u t u r e  
development and the  u s e  w i l l  be w i t h i n  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  
l e v e l  o f  a c t i v i t y .  

8. A m e m b e r  o f  the  Execu t ive  Board t o  t h e  I n t e r n a -  
t i o n a l  S t u d e n t s  S o c i e t y  appeared  a t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  need o f  t he  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  
proposed lounge and meet ing  r o o m .  

9. There was a l e t t e r  and t e s t i m o n y  a t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  
from a c i t i z e n  o b j e c t i n g  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
the  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  u s i n g  i t s  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  
p r i v a t e  commercial  o f f i c e  s p a c e  and by e l i m i n a t i n g  the 
a l l e g e d  i l l e g a l  u s e s  no expans ion  would be n e c e s s a r y .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Based upon t h e  above f i n d i n g s  o f  f a c t  and t h e  ev idence  
of r e c o r d  the  Board f i n d s  t h a t  the  proposed u s e  i s  n o t  so 
l o c a t e d  t h a t  it i s  l i k e l y  t o  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  
n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y  because  o f  n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  number o f  
s t u d e n t s  o r  other o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  The b u i l d i n g  
i s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  the approved campus b o u n d a r i e s  and among 
o t h e r  o f f i c e  u s e s .  The i n t e n s i t y  of  the  proposed u s e  does  
n o t  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  Campus P l a n  a s  p r e v i o u s l y  approved by 
t he  Board. P u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  8207.2 of  the  Zoning 
R e g u l a t i o n s  t h e  Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  proposed u s e  is  i n  
harmony w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  pu rpose  and i n t e n t  of  the  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and w i l l  n o t  t e n d  t o  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  
the  u s e  o f  n e i g h b o r i n g  property. 
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ORDERED : 

I t  i s  hereby ordered t h a . t  t h e  a.pp1ica.tion be GRANTED. 

VOTE : 

4-0 (Mr.  Scr ivener  no t  p resent ,  no t  vo t ing . )  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

-1 
ATTESTED By: .. -,//'A 

JA&S E. MILLER 

-1 
ATTESTED By: .. -,//'A 

JA&S E. MILLER 
Secreta.ry t o  the  Boa , rd  

. 
F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: ////"/ ./ 7s  

/ t l  

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS  VALID FOR A PERIOD 
OF S I X  MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR 

AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER. 

OCCUPANCY PERMIT Is FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING 


